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Introductions  
Hearing Officer: 

• Lisa Vest 

From DNREC : 

• Jennifer Luoma 

• Frank Piorko 

• Michael Powell 

• Tony Pratt 

• David Warga 

From the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE): 

• Scott Evans 

• Craig Homesley 

• Ed Voigt 

       

 



Exhibits for the Record 
• Exhibits 1A, 1B and 1C – Maps of project area, with 

parcels and aerial photograph 

• Exhibit 2 – Proof of Public Notice, 2 Statewide 
Circulation Newspapers and State Website Calendar 

• Exhibit 3 – Notice of Public Hearing to Property Owners 
and List of Recipients 

• Exhibit 4 – Draft Easement 

• Exhibit 5 – List of Properties for which Easements are 
Needed 

• Exhibit 6 – Surveys of the Easements for Each Property 

• Exhibit 7 – Sign in Sheet 



Beneficial Reuse 
Sandy dredge material resulting from the 
deepening of the main channel in the Delaware 
River/Bay will be placed on the shoreline and 
Broadkill Beach as a beach nourishment 
project.  Some of the area in which this sand will 
be placed falls on private lands.  In order to 
complete the project, permission to place sand 
on those lands must be obtained in the form of 
Easement Agreements.  



Project Overview 

• Beachfill 

–Berm and dune at Broadkill Beach, Delaware 

– Estimated bid quantity = 1.9 MCYs 

– Length: approx. 15,000 ft 

–Berm: approx. 150 ft wide; +8 elev; 1V:15H 

–Dune: approx. 25 ft at crest; +16 elev; 1V:5H 

 



Project Overview 



Project Overview 

• Beachfill (cont.) 

–Dune appurtenances (some provided by 
DNREC): 

• Dune grass 

• Sand fencing 

• Vehicle and pedestrian access 

 



Process For Obtaining Easements 

• USACE submits beach nourishment template to 
DNREC (January 2013) 

• DNREC layers USACE plan over map of Broadkill 
Beach to determine affected properties 
(February/March 2013) 

• DNREC holds public hearing (April 2013) 

• Properties affected by the project are appraised.  
Appraiser contacts property owners directly and 
offers opportunity for property owners to 
accompany appraiser on inspection of the 
property (April/May 2013) 

 



Process For Obtaining Easements 

• Proposed Easements are created for each 
property affected and are distributed to 
property owners for consideration (May 2013) 

• Property owners have a right to just 
compensation for the proposed Easements  

• In other projects, the value of the Easement 
was outweighed by the benefits of the project 
to the property, so in other projects the 
appraised fair market value of the easement 
was $0 

 



Process For Obtaining Easements 

• Property owners may voluntarily choose to 
donate the Easements to DNREC (May 2013) 

• For those who donate, DNREC has signed and 
notarized Easements recorded at Sussex 
County Recorder of Deeds (May 2013) 

• Condemnation process may begin for 
properties for which easements were not 
donated (May 2013) 

 



Beachfill Tentative Schedule 

• Advertise (April 2013) 

• Open Bids (June 2013) 

• Award Contract (July 2013) 

• Start Construction (September 2013) 

 

Contracting regulations will not allow the USACE 
to open bids until all real estate has been 
acquired. 

















Example Exhibit A 



Questions? 



Contact Information 

DNREC 
• Jennifer Luoma 
• Office Phone:(302) 739-9921 
• Email: Jennifer.Luoma@state.de.us 

 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
• Scott Evans, Project Manager 
• Office Phone: (215) 656-6680 
• Email: Scott.r.evans@usace.army.mil 
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